22                How to know the Indian Waders.

They are often sociable when nesting, and the young are
downy and have a quite short and nearly straight beak.
They begin to clamber about the boughs before they are
fully fledged, and the old ones feed them just like pigeons,
taking the beaks of the squabs into their own. As the
young fledge and grow a long beak; they chase their
parents with flapping wings like young pigeons, and uncere-
moniously ram their long bills down their throats and
exact contributions in what looks a most uncomfortable
way, for they do not believe in squatting on their hocks
and gaping and blaring for nourishment like young Storks.
Their first plumage is not quite like that of their parents,
but these resemble each other closely, not differing accord-
ing to sex, except in size. The eggs may be either plain
or spotted.

Ibises fly like Storks, with the neck outstretched, but
with a quicker stroke of the wings and frequent intervals
of sailing with the pinions held level, so that they are
easily distinguished from other waders when on the wing.
They do not sit about on their hocks like storks, and they
perch much. They possess voice-muscles,,? and make a
considerable noise at times.                     ^

Ibises are a fairly numerous family, but only four spe-
cies are found in India, so that their discrimination is an
easy matter.

The White Ibis is at once distinguished by its colour,
the King or Black Ibises (two species), by their tails being
longer than the bill.

The Glossy Ibis is also a dark bird, but has the tail
markedlv shorter than the bill.